HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officers  Report. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 
Gentlemen, 

1  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1918. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  91  of  males,  and  85  of  females,  the  total  of  176 
being  2  fewer  than  last  year,  and  including  15  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
population  is  13.8,  as  compared  with  14  in  1917,  and  with  17.7  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  is  reduced  from  186  in  1917  to  lo9.  The  death 
rate  being  correspondingly  reduced  from  16.3  to  14.9.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  17.6  The 
natural  increase,  or  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  which  was  extinguished  by  war  conditions  in  1917,  is, 
therefore,  7. 

f 

The  chief  causes  of  death  vary  somewhat  from  the  preceding  year.  Influenza  heads  the  list 
the  two  epidemics  in  July  and  October  causing  27  deaths.  Respiratory  diseases  come  next,  Bronchitis 
again  being  prominent  with  24  fatal  cases. 

There  is  a  considerable  diminuation  in  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  Heart  disease  :  13  as 
against  26  last  year,  and  a  noticeable  increase  in  those  ascribed  to  Cancer,  viz.  18  as  compared  with  8 
in  1917,  No  deaths  were  caused  this  year  hy  Diabetes. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  numbered  14,  as  against  8  in  1917.  Two  of  these  were 
illegitimate.  As  last  year  the  majority  were  due  to  congenital  conditions,  and  not  to  illnesses  acquired 
after  birth  which  empbazises  the  need  for  treatment  of  expectant  mothers.  The  infantile  death  rate  per 
thousand  births  is  68  for  1918.  For  the  mean  of  10  years  1908-1917  it  is  97  ;  a  very  satisfactory 
decrease. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  and  the  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious  diseases  — 


Cases. 


Measles . 4 

Scarlet  Fever  .  12 

Diphtheria  .  2G 

Enteric  Fever  . 2 

Erysipelas . .  2 

Tuberculous  Diseases .  14 


Deaths. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


The  outstanding  fact  in  the  above  list  is  that  no  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  any 
disease  except  Tuberculosis.  Diphtheria  alone  assumed  an  epidemic  form  and  26  cases  were  notified 

The  epidemic  began  in  January  and  continued  into  February,  practically  all  the  cases  being 
confined  to  All  Saints’  School  children  who  had  attended  an  entertainment  in  one  of  the  Sunday  Schools 
sometime  previously.  This  building  was  subjected  to  rigorous  disinfection  and  anti-diphtheritic  serum 
was  employed  in  the  treatment,  with  the  satisfactory  result  that  all  the  children  recovered.  The 
primary  source  of  the  outbreak  is  doubtful,  but  in  all  probability  it  originated  in  a  case  which  was 
notified  in  a  neighbouring  Borough. 

In  neither  of  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  could  the  source  be  traced,  but  one  certainly 
originated  outside  the  district. 

14  cases  of  Tuberculous  disease  were  notified  including  2  non-pulmonary.  The  deaths  number¬ 
ed  7  and  included  1  non-pulmonary  case.  These  figures  compare  favourably  with  the  26  cases  and  24 
deaths  in  1917  and  lessen  the  Phthisis  deaths  from  1.14  to  0.88 

Influenza. 

While  notifiable  infectious  diseases  ran  a  favourable  course,  the  same  does  not  apply  to 
Influenza  of  which  there  were  two  epidemics  in  the  year,  affecting  hundreds  of  patients,  and  causing  27 
deaths,  13  of  males  and  14  of  females.  The  first  began  at  the  end  of  June,  and  on  July  2nd,  4  schools 
were  closed  as  much  owing  to  absence  of  teachers  as  of  children,  and  on  July  13th.  it  was  decided  to 
close  the  whole  of  the  schools  until  after  the  summer  holidays.  9  deaths  resulted  from  this  outbreak, 
including  4  of  children  under  school  age.  The  second  epidemic  began  in  October  and  continued  until 
nearly  Christinas.  From  the  first  it  threatened  to  be  serious,  especially  as  it  occurred  at  a  less  favour¬ 
able  time  of  the  year  than  the  earlier  one.  Owing  to  bad  weather,  convalescence  was  retarded,  patients 
not  being  able  to  get  much  out  of  doors,  the  result  being  that  that  the  mortality  was  twice  as  great  as 
in  the  previous  outbreak.  The  18  deaths  included  3  of  children  under  5  years  of  age.  On  armistice 
day,  Nov.  11th,  all  the  schools  were  closed  for  a  week’s  holiday,  and  parents  were  asked  to  keep  their 
children  away  from  public  entertainments.  The  closure  was  afterwards  extended  till  Dec.  9th.  At  the 
beginning  of  November  a  paragraph  of  precautionary  advice  was  published  in  the  local  press  by 
instruction  of  the  Health  Committee.  The  local  Cinemas  were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  methods  of  spraying  and  disinfecting  the  buildings  discussed  with  their  proprietors.  The  order 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  was  adopted,  by  which  children  of  school  age  were  excluded  from  the 
performances  coincidently  with  the  closure  of  the  schools.  In  mid-December  a  film  prepared  under  the 
iustrvctions  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  “  Dr.  Wise  on  Influenza  ”  was  exhibited  in  the  town,  and 
was  productive  of  good  as  instructing  the  audiences  as  to  the  means  of  avoiding  the  disease.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  no  child  of  school  age  died  of  Influenza  or  of  any  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 
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Maternity  Centre. 


The  work  of  the  Maternity  Committee  has  extended  considerable  during  the  year.  Owing  to 
war  conditions  milk  has  been  scarce  and  dear,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  furnish  it  gratuitously  to 
many  babies  and  nursing  mothers.  In  other  non-necessitous  cases,  arrangements  have  been  made  to 
ensure  a  sufficient  supply,  so  that  no  infant  should  go  short  of  this  essential  food.  Opportunity  has 
been  taken  to  spread  a  knowledge  of  the  Maternity  Centre  and  its  work  among  the  general  public.  On 
June  29th,  on  the  occasion  of  a  Carnival  for  the  Blue  Cross  Fund,  the  Committee  arranged  a  Tableau 
which  took  part  in  the  general  procession  round  the  town,  and  excited  much  interest.  On  Sept.  7th,  a 
Baby  Show  was  held  in  the  Park  in  connection  with  a  Carnival  for  the  Mossley  Prisoners  of  War  Fund, 
and  proved  a  most  popular  feature.  There  is  a  notable  increase  in  the  number  of  mothers  and  babies 
attending  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Centre.  During  the  year,  flannel  has  been  supplied  to  the  mothers 
at  cost  price,  and  instruction  given  in  the  cutting  out  and  making  of  baby  garments.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  report  that  more  interest  is  being  taken  by  the  mothers  in  the  hygienic  clothing  of  their  babies,  a 
point  that  has  always  been  insisted  on  at  the  Centre  as  a  preventative  of  the  respiratory  disorders  to 
which  young  children  are  liable.  The  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  has  increased  proportionally  with  the 
popularity  of  the  Centre.  During  the  year  she  paid  in  all  2277  visits  ;  181  first  visits;  816  revisits  to 
children  under  12  months;  1200  visits  and  revisits  to  children  under  5  years;  and  50  to  expectant 
mothers. 

The  number  of  children  boarded  out  is  much  greater  than  last  year,  a  fact  which  explains  the 
great  increase  in  home  visiting. 


General  Information. 

In  June  two  local  cow-keepers  were  prosecuted  and  fined  £1  each  for  selling  milk  to  which 
water  had  been  added. 

Under  “  The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Acts,  1890  to  1909,”  house  to  house  inspection 
has  been  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  who  is  provided  with  the  necessary  books  and  forms 
for  keeping  the  records  stipulated.  All  houses  are  inspected  in  turn,  the  number  dealt  with  in  the  year 
being  200.  No  houses  have  been  demolished  and  none  built.  The  deficiency  in  houses  is  chiefly  in 
those  having  three  bedrooms,  and  a  Housing  Committee  has  been  appointed  and  is  considering  the 
question  of  providing  200  to  fill  this  deficiency.  During  the  year  66  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were 
served  and  62  remedied.  No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  cases  which  were  chiefly  due  to 
defective  drainage.  There  were  no  conversions  of  privy  or  pail  closets. 


Area  of  district  in  acres,  land  and  inland  water  . .  8929 

Total  population  at  all  ages  (census,  1911)  . .  13205 

Total  families  or  separate  occupiers .  3163 

Estimated  population,  1918,  for  death  rate .  11368 

Do.  do.  for  birth  rate  .  12672 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

BOBERT  EATOUGH,  M.D., 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


i 


https://archive.org/details/b29804711 


Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  1918 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  placing  before  you  the  Report  for  1918. 

Drainage. 

During  the  year  ten  yards  of  6in  stoneware  pipes  have  been  laid.  One  street  gulley  and  one 
gulley  on  private  property  have  been  fixed.  New  drains,  laid  by  private  owners,  have  been  inspected 
and  tested  before  being  filled  in. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

67  infected  rooms  have  been  disinfected  by  spraying  all  surfaces  with  a  suitable  disinfectant. 
All  the  Day  Schools  are  similary  disinfected  once  a  week  during  term  time.  328  articles  of  clothing 
and  bedding  have  been  disinfected  in  the  steam  disinfector  at  Scout. 

Scavenging  and  the  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Corporation.  There  are  about  1,055  ashpits  within  the 
Borough,  358  of  which  consist  of  portable  receptacles.  They  are  emptied  weekly,  and  their  contents 
carted  to  various  tips.  The  total  amount  of  refuse  thus  disposed  of  is  3,120  loads,  or  1  load  per 
occupied  house  (approximately).  There  are  2,875  privies  fitted  with  movable  receptacles.  They  are 
emptied  once  a  week  at  the  Corporation  Depot,  Scout.  The  solid,  and  a  proportion  of  the  liquid 
contents,  being  mixed  with  a  suitable  absorbent,  and  disposed  of  as  a  fertilizer. 

Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough.  They  are  registered  and  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  condition  by  the  proprietors. 

Nuisances. 

There  have  been  66  Informal  notices  served.  62  nuisances  have  been  abated.  In  addition, 
many  other  defects  and  nuisances  have  been  remedied,  without  necessitating  a  written  notice.  No  legal 
proceedings  have  been  taken.  Owing  to  the  acute  scarcity  of  labour  and  materials,  the  greatest 
difficultly  has  been  experienced  in  getting  defects  remedied  with  the  usual  promptitude. 

Slaughter-Houses  and  Tripe-Boiling  Works. 

There  are  6  registered  slaughter-houses  and  3  tripe-boiling  establishments,  all  constantly 
under  inspection. 

Supervision  of  the  meat  supply  has  been  rendered  less  difficult,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
efficient,  by  reason  of  the  Cooperative  Society’s  slaughter-house  in  Waterton  Lane  having  been  used 
as  a  centre  for  slaughtering,  and  the  allocation  of  meat  for  the  whole  District. 

An  unusual  feature  of  the  meat  supply  of  this  town,  has  been  the  large  amount  of  frozen  meat 
disposed  of.  The  butchers  have  been  compelled  to  take  certain  quantities  of  frozen,  together  with  the 
live  cattle  allowed  by  the  Government. 

Seventeen  cwts,  of  diseased  and  unsound  beef  and  offals  have  been  condemned  as  being  unfit' 
for  human  consumption  ;  5  cwts.  consisted  of  parts  of  carcases  affected  with  tuberculosis,  3  cwts.  of 
frozen  beef,  and  9  cwts.  of  offals,  chiefly  tripe  bellies  putrefied  by  delay  in  transit. 

The  bulk  of  the  condemmed  food  was  disposed  of  by  burial. 

There  have  been  no  prosecutions,  as  the  owners  of  doubtful  carcases  invariably  notify  the 
Inspector,  and  voluntarily  surrender  the  whole  or  part  of  the  affected  carcase,  in  accordance  with  the 
Inspector’s  decision. 

In  my  opinion,  sufficient  precautions  are  not  taken  to  prevent  contamination  of  the  dead  meat 
whilst  distributing  same  to  the  various  shops. 
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The  usual  practice  is  to  transport  it  from  the  distributing  centre  by  means  of  lurries  or  other 
vehicles,  the  meat  being  uncovered,  and  thus  certain  to  become  contaminated  by  dust  from  the  streets, 
especially  in  dry,  windy  weather. 


The  vehicle  ought  to  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  the  sides  of  meat  wrapped  in  clean  canvas,  and 
the  whole  covered  by  a  dust-proof  sheet. 

The  most  scrupulous  care  should  be  taken  of  the  meat,  from  the  time  of  slaughter,  until  it 
reaches  the  consumer’s  larder. 


Bakehouses. 


There  are  about  30  bakehouses  in  the  Borough.  Most  of  them  are  on  a  small  scale,  the  bread, 
etc.,  being  disposed  of  to  people  living  in  the  vicinity.  There  are  no  underground  bakehouses. 

Sewage  Works. 

The  effluent  from  your  works  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  The  samples  of  effluent  taken 
by  the  Rivers’  Inspectors  during  1913,  have,  on  analysis,  proved  satisfactory.  The  Rivers’  Inspectors 
have  visited  the  works  on  12  occasions  during  working  hours. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  20  farms,  60  cowsheds,  and  19  cowkeepers  within  the  Borough.  Thirteen  purveyors 
of  milk  come  from  surrounding  districts  to  sell  in  the  Borough.  They  are  all  registered.  All  the  farms 
are  kept  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

Diseases  of  Animals’  Act. 

No  outbreak  of  notifiable  disease  has  occurred  within  the  District  during  1918. 

In  August,  a  case  of  suspected  anthrax  occurred  at  one  of  the  farms.  The  carcase,  live  stock, 
and  premises  were  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  “  Anthrax  Order  ”  of  1910.  The  Board  of 
Agriculture,  after  the  usual  investigation  and  tests,  intimated  that  the  animal  referred  to  was  not 
affected  with  anthrax. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act. 

No  houses  have  been  condemned  during  1918.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  “  Housing 
Committee  ”  was  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  necessary  preliminaries  involved  in  the 
erection  of  Houses  for  the  Working  Classes,  on  Town  Planning  Lines.  In  1917,  the  Council  expressed 
themselves  as  being  in  favour  of  building  200  houses  at  the  end  of  the  war,  provided  that  the 
Government  granted  adequate  financial  assistance.  Such  assistance  has  since  been  definitely  promised 
by  the  Government,  and  no  Authority  need  be  involved  in  a  greater  loss  than  that  which  will  be 
covered  by  a  rate  of  Id.  in  the  £.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  Council  will  probably  waste  no  time 
in  preparing  a  scheme  for  submission  to  the  Government. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  emission  of  black  smoke  from  factory  chimneys  has  not  been  so  pronounced  during  1918, 
as  in  previous  years.  This  is  probably  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  factories  have  had  a  fairly  large 
proportion  of  machinery  stopped,  and  have  thus  been  on  lighter  loads,  which  is  equivalent  to  an  increased 
boiler  capacity. 

Perhaps  the  shortage  of  coal,  combined  with  the  greatly  advanced  price,  will  cause  consumers 
to  be  more  interested  in  the  more  perfect  combustion  of  coal  in  boiler  furnaces.  The  coal  consumption 
could  thereby  be  appreciably  reduced,  and  the  community  as  a  whole  would  greatly  benefit  by  having  a 
purer  atmosphere 


Factories. 

Domestic  Chimneys. 

*  No  of  Observations . 

.  2 

No  of  Offences  Reported  . 

....  1 

Offences . 

.  0 

,,  Warning  Letters  Sent,  . 

1 

,,  Notices  Served  . 

.  0 

,,  Prosecutions . 

....  0 

,.  Prosecutions . 

.  0 

*  An  observation  lasts  30  minutes.  Black  smoke  emitted  more  than  5  minutes  is  an  offence. 

Yours  obediently, 

ERNEST  SLATER,  A.R.S.I., 


Acting  Sanitary  Inspector. 


